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Mission

ATC AI & Academic Integrity Mission

To research AI detection software being utilized by other 
academic institutions in Northwestern Washington and assess 
their satisfaction levels with the tools.
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Higher Education Institutions
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Univ. of Washington

• No AI Detection Software

• AI Interim Guidelines 

• UW AI Task Force

Washington State Univ.

• TurnItIn AI Detection

• WSU AI Policies

• WSU AI Council

Eastern Washington Univ.

• No AI Detection Software

• Generative AI Guidelines 

• Non-specific: ACIT / AIB

Central Washington Univ.

• TurnItIn AI Detection

• Online Resources 

• Non-specific: ATAC 

https://itconnect.uw.edu/guides-by-topic/security-authentication/artificial-intelligence-guidelines/
https://www.washington.edu/provost/2024/02/15/task-force-appointed-to-address-ai/
https://provost.wsu.edu/artificial_intelligence/
https://provost.wsu.edu/wsu-ai-council/
https://in.ewu.edu/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2024/03/Academic-Guidelines-for-the-Use-of-Generative-AI.pdf
https://inside.ewu.edu/faculty-organization/councils-and-committees/#ACIT
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/academic-resources/multimodal-learning/online-resources/index.php#accordion-79142adb-af85-420a-a169-002499f66db5-6
https://www.cwu.edu/student-life/student-government/executive-vice-president/committee-info.php


Higher Education Institutions

• 14 institutions responded

• 2 of 14 are using AI plagiarism detection 
software (WSU & Central)

• Rationale by those choosing not to implement:
o Unreliability (e.g. false positives)

o Biased models

o Negative culture (culture of distrust)

• Alternatives used:
o Use of authentic assessment

o Education around responsible use of AI
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Surveys administered to the following academic groups

• Northwest Academic Computing Consortium

• Orbis Cascade Alliance

• North Sound Educational Technology Group



AI Committee Outreach
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The ATC AI Subcommittee has reached out to the four 
other Universities in WA (EWU, UW, WSU, CWU) to 
collaborate with their respective AI committees.  

Thus far we have established communications with the 
UW’s AI Taskforce, and they are sharing their resources 
with us.

This is an ongoing effort.  



K-12 AI Policy 

OPSI (Washington Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction) released “Human-Centered Guidelines for K-
12 public schools.” 

OSPI recommends against using AI Detection Tools (“are 
currently unreliable”) for all public K-12 schools.  

Many schools continue to use TurnItIn AI Detection in 
their ELA (English and Language Arts) and History classes 
in-spite of this recommendation.  
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-01/human-centered-ai-guidance-k-12-public-schools.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-01/human-centered-ai-guidance-k-12-public-schools.pdf


K-12 AI Policy 
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K-12 AI Policy 

Stories were shared with me about false positives in AI detection 
and other consequences of AI integration in education.  

However, due to the sensitive nature of these topics, I was not 
given specifics or was asked not to share specifics about the 
schools involved.  

• ELA, History teachers struggle to adapt to AI technology, whereas some other 
disciplines (Math and CompSci) have thrived.  

• Some ELA teachers have removed all tech from their class 
(pen and paper only).  Not reflective of authentic writing.  

• ELA teachers continue to use AI detection in-spite of institutional bans, 
creating distrust in teacher / student relationships. 

• Most K-12 institutions, do not have AI policies in place.  

K-12 Consensus: AI Detection software is harmful.  
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K-12 AI Policy

• 8 institutions responded

• 0 institutions have adopted AI Detection, but half 
report that some teachers continue to use it.

• Rationale:

• Stories:
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Surveys administered to the following academic groups

• Northwest Academic Computing Consortium

• Orbis Cascade Alliance

• North Sound Educational Technology Group



Issues with AI Detection

No AI Detection software that 
currently exists can detect AI 
generated content with certainty.  

High detection rates cannot be 
used as conclusive proof of 
plagiarism.

AI Detection cases have resulted 
in “False Positives”, penalizing 
students who have done nothing 
wrong. 

GPTZero

TurnItIn
Originality



Issues with AI Detection

Research on AI Detection software 
has also highlighted the reliability 
issues of the tools.   



Issues with AI Detection

Students and Parents are aware of 
the unreliability of AI Detection 
Tools and are challenging 
accusations resulting in media 
coverage and lawsuits.  



Issues with AI Detection

Students express frustration with 
AI Detection usage and being 
falsely accused.



Issues with AI Detection

AI “Humanizers” are being used 
by students to circumvent AI 
Detection software. 

Popular Humanizers:  

• https://bypassgpt.ai/

• https://writehuman.ai/

• https://undetectable.ai/

• https://humbot.ai/

https://writehuman.ai/
https://writehuman.ai/
https://undetectable.ai/
https://humbot.ai/


Our Recommendation 

Even though our investigation is ongoing, it seems fair to recommend 
that the current state of AI Detection tools are not effective in 
identifying academic dishonesty and rather have the potential to do 
significant harm to institutions rather than benefit them.  

It is the ATC’s AI and Academic Integrity Subcommittee’s 
recommendation that WWU continue to not adopt AI detection 
software.  

However, the subcommittee will continue to follow AI Detection 
developments and if the technology improves, we will revise our 
recommendation.
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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