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Official Minutes 

Senate Outreach & Continuing Education Committee Meeting  
01/15/2025 

 
 
Call To Order and Approval of Minutes 
 

Call to Order: SOCEC Chair Shawn Knabb called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The November 20, 2024 meeting minutes were approved 
electronically on December 2, 2024. 

 
Reports and Announcements 
 

Shawn Knabb, SLC Chair, had no announcements. 
 
Discussion Items 
 

Update on CiHS and Certificate Programs: Robert Squires, Vice Provost, OCE, provided 
an update on OCE Reorganization and the CiHS and Certificate programs as part of 
his overall presentation.  
 
The supply chain management program started this week, digital marketing and 
ecommerce starts February 5, alcohol sales and distribution probably will be pushed 
back from February to May, and grant writing has 20 enrollees and will start soon. The 
DIY Investing class (free to WWU community) is starting January 22. There is interest 
in offering a partner course in AI prompting, and he has reached out to CS 
department and expects feedback in a couple of weeks. 
 
Everett Community College is no longer offering CiHS in Whatcom County. WWU has 
reached out to its partner schools, and they are excited to work with WWU.  

 
SOCEC Representation on CUP: Karen Stout, previous CUP Chair, briefed SOCEC on 
CUP charge changes, including proposed OCE/SOCEC representation on the 
committee. SOCEC members discussed voting versus non-voting representation, with 
agreement that ex officio membership makes sense. A motion by Michael Medler, and 

https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-01/2025-01Jan-15_OCE%202025%20Update.pdf
https://pce.wwu.edu/supply-chain-management
https://pce.wwu.edu/digital-marketing-management-and-ecommerce-certificate
https://pce.wwu.edu/digital-marketing-management-and-ecommerce-certificate
https://pce.wwu.edu/professional-sales-alcoholic-beverage-distribution
https://pce.wwu.edu/programs/certificate-grant-writing
https://pce.wwu.edu/diy-financial-wellness
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seconded, to approve the recommendation that CUP include the Vice Provost of OCE 
or designee as a non-voting, ex officio CUP member was approved unanimously.  
 
OCE Reorganization/LCP Program Update: Robert Squires, Vice Provost of OCE, 
provided an update on OCE reorganization during his slide presentation. Western on 
the Peninsulas (now WWU Peninsulas) is now a state-supported model led by Steve 
Hollenhorst, Chief Strategy Officer. The Global Engagement Office has a focus on 
international recruitment/direct admit. He reported that, for LCP programs, the CBA 
process is being followed and that the statement presented by Senator Garfinkle at 
the January 13 Faculty Senate meeting is being reflected on by the Provost. 
Conference Services will be led by Joyce Lopes, Vice President for Business and 
Financial Affairs, and the goal is to have large conferences during the summer, with 
these discussions happening at the institutional/cabinet level.  
 
Kerry Allen, Language and Culture Programs, provided SOCEC member with the 
statement read by Senator Garfinkle on behalf on LCP faculty at the January 13 
Senate meeting and discussed Faculty Senate Budget Representative Kristi Tyran’s 
remarks during the Senate meeting about the LCP proposal. She reported that it has 
been 85 days since the staff first received notice of the proposed reduction  
 
Chair Knabb asked if there is any information about the process and how long it will 
take. The Vice Provost said that the 30 days in the CBA was not sufficient to review 
feasible alternatives and the process is ongoing. The cost versus revenue issue raised 
by the Faculty Senate Budget Representative and the statement from the January 13 
Senate meeting are under consideration, and the Provost will be reaching out to the 
UFWW about continued conversation. Kerry Allen has talked to the UFWW President, 
who would like to bring this issue to Senate Executive Council. Committee members 
discussed Senate representation for unaffiliated faculty. 

 
Items from the Floor 
  
 There were no items from the floor. 

Adjournment 

Committee members adjourned at 5:00 pm. 

https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-01/2025-01Jan-15_OCE%202025%20Update.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-01/2025-01Jan-13_Statement%20from%20LCP%20Faculty%20to%20Faculty%20Senate.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-01/2025-01Jan-13_%20FSBR%20Presentation%20FINAL.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-01/2025-01Jan-13_%20FSBR%20Presentation%20FINAL.pdf
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SOCEC Attendance 
01/15/2025 

 
 

Voting Members Non-Voting Members 

Shawn Knabb CBE (Chair) x Robert Squires Vice Provost, OCE x 

Jennifer Seltz CHSS -- Ryan Larsen ED, Global Engagement 
Office 

x 

Tarek Idriss CSE x  

Vacant Fairhaven NA Recorder 

Vacant Libraries NA Becky Johnston Faculty Senate x 

Michael Medler CENV x   

Elizabeth Boland WCE x Guests 

Susan Haines CFPA x Karen Stout Morse Leadership x 

Lindsay Foreman-
Murray 

Faculty Senate x Andrew Blick OCE X 

Sabina Gupta AS Senate x Dean Hagin OCE-LCP x 

Steven Garfinkle UFWW --       

Kerry Allen OCE-IEP/Language 
& Culture 

x       

            

            

            

            

            

  

Voting Attendees 8 

Non-Voting Attendees 6 

Total Attendees 14 

  

  

 

 
 


