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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-01
A RESOLUTION OF THE FACULTY SENATE OF WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Re: Libraries Collections Budget

WHEREAS, the Western Washington Universities Libraries collections are essential for the student and
faculty research and instructional needs of the University; and

WHEREAS, the budget for maintaining collections has been inadequate since before 2012;* and

WHEREAS, college committees, University-level faculty governance bodies, and individual faculty
members inside and outside the Libraries have invested significant time trying to ameliorate the
situation and dealing with the impact on morale during the annual subscriptions cancellation
proceedings; and

WHEREAS, the Faculty Senate Library Committee and the Faculty Senate in 2021 unanimously passed a
motion to rectify the situation with a permanent addition to the Libraries base collection budget of
$200,000 and annual increases of 4.5% to the total collections budget; and

WHEREAS, the previous Provost Brent Carbajal agreed to this solution with a plan for five installments
but there has been a failure to follow through after the first installment; and

WHEREAS, the current University Administration has swept the remaining carry-over funds from the
Western Libraries accounts in breach of the 2021 agreement; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Senate Library Committee survey and report highlighted that a large majority of
faculty across colleges and programs ranked collections as a top library service, and stated that “Many
respondents expressed dissatisfaction with Western’s collections, notably inadequate subscriptions to
journals and databases in their disciplines. Respondents noted that delayed access to the most recent
literature negatively impacts their scholarship and teaching;”? and

WHEREAS, the affairs of Western Libraries are part of the shared governance responsibilities of the
Faculty Senate per sections II.A.1 and II.B.1 of the Faculty Handbook;

' As attested in a memo dated May 29, 2012 from CHSS faculty to Brent Carbajal, then dean of CHSS.
2 https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2024-11/2024-
11Nov-26_SLC%20Faculty%20Survey%20Report%20FINAL.pdf



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Administration should return the swept funds to the
Western Libraries collections budget and provide for an adequate and sustainable funding model for

collections going forward.

[[[PASSED AND APPROVED]]] by the Faculty Senate of Western Washington University at its
meeting on January 27, 2025.

ATTEST:

Michael Slouber Erika McPhee-Shaw
Faculty Senate President Faculty Senate Vice President



