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WESTERN

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Official Minutes

Senate Library Committee Meeting
02/11/2025

Call To Order and Approval of Minutes

Call to Order: SLC Chair Eva Gil called the meeting to order at 4:04 pm.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of January 28, 2025 were approved electronically on
February 3, 2025.

Reports and Announcements

e Eva Gil, SLC Chair, reported that the Subscription Review Process Open Forum will be
held on Thursday, February 13, at 4:00 via Zoom. She urged SLC members to continue
to do outreach to their constituents.

Discussion Items

Western Libraries Deep Dive: Archives and Special Collections: Elizabeth Joffrion, Director of
Archives and Special Collections, gave a presentation on Archives and Special Collections.
Discussion included questions about the Center for Pacific Northwest Studies archive,
issues surrounding digitization of cultural materials (Plateau Peoples’ Web Portal at WSU as
an example of best practices for culturally sensitive materials), and how SLC might assist
with outreach for Special Collections and Archives. The presentation will be posted to the
Faculty Senate SLC page and Elizabeth is happy to provide a presentation to other groups.

Follow-Up on Possible Student Survey: During the follow-up discussion on a possible
student survey, ASWWU Senate representative Emma Fredlund reported that the SLC might
consider qualitative survey questions to ASWWU senators, either for Senators to answer as
representatives of their constituencies or for senators to distribute more widely in their
colleges, with ASWWU Senate then providing a summary to the SLC. The Committee
discussed WELS as a multiple-choice instrument, potential survey fatigue, a possible “focus
group” approach, and that it would be useful to know how students actually use the library
versus how faculty want them to use the library. The Libraries leadership team will discuss
this issue next week, including what questions are more appropriate for a longitudinal
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https://news.wwu.edu/from-western-libraries-subscription-review-process-open-forum
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2025-02/2025-02Feb-11_SLC%20Joffrion%20A%26SC.pdf
https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/

survey versus a focus group. Madeline Kelly will report back to the SLC after the leadership
team meeting.

Items from the Floor

e SLC members were emailed about the new Academic Freedom resources on the
Faculty Senate website.

e Libraries staff are available to meet with departments to talk about subscriptions.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm.
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SLC Attendance
02/11/2025
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