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Transfer of Credit 
Transfer of credit policies are developed in accordance with statewide Intercollege Relations 
Commission (ICRC) policies and approved by the University’s faculty. Authority to administer these 
policies is shared by the Registrar, the Director of Admissions and, where applicability of major or 
minor is concerned, department chairs. 

Several factors govern the acceptance of transfer credit. In general, Western Washington University 
grants credit for baccalaureate-oriented courses completed at regionally recognized institutions of 
higher education. Coursework completed at nationally recognized institutions will be assessed 
after initial  upon completion of the first quarter of enrollment. The University reserves the right to 
deny credit for courses that are not compatible with those offered in its baccalaureate degree 
programs.  

Certain credits earned at previous institutions do not transfer, regardless of that institution’s 
accreditation, including: 

• College courses numbered below 100 

• Technical and vocational courses 

• Developmental education or remedial courses 

• English as a Second Language 

• Sectarian religion courses 

• Credit for life experience/travel 

• Study skills courses 

• CLEP examination credit 

• DANTES credit by examination 

• Professional technical and vocational courses do not transfer except when an academic 
department chair has determined the course to be equivalent to a course in their 
department. 

Exception to the above policies may be made in accordance with inter-agency articulation 
agreements. 

Western allows a maximum of 135 quarter (90 semester) credits to transfer from any combination 
of regionally accredited institutions, including no more than 105 quarter (70 semester) lower-
division credits. Additional course work which exceeds this amount may be used to meet specific 
requirements, but additional credits will not be allowed to count toward the 180-credit requirement 
for graduation. 
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Regardless of the number of transfer credits awarded, students must earn a minimum of 45 
resident credits through Western for graduation. 

Lower-division transfer coursework that is deemed equivalent to an upper-division course cannot 
be used to satisfy Western Washington University’s 60 credit upper-division minimum requirement. 

Transfer students from Washington state who are interested in transferring credit to Western can 
refer to the Transfer Course Equivalency Guide. This guide includes transfer course equivalency 
information for community colleges and public baccalaureate institutions in Washington state, 
excluding The Evergreen State College. 
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