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Senate Outreach & Continuing Education Committee Meeting
04/16/2025

Call To Order and Approval of Minutes

Call to Order: SOCEC Chair Shawn Knabb called the meeting to order at 4:02 pm.

Approval of Minutes: The February 19, 2025 meeting minutes were approved
electronically on February 25, 2025.

Reports and Announcements

Shawn Knabb, SOCEC Chair, asked if any committee members had comments or
concerns about the current SOCEC charge. There was discussion about whether, given
the recent OCE reorganization, the roster should continue to include a one faculty
member who teaches at a state-funded program not located on the Bellingham
campus. The consensus was to retain the seat on the roster for now, with the
recognition that it may be vacant for a period of time.

Discussion Items

e Report on April 7 Faculty Senate Presentation and Discussion on WiHS: Chair Knabb
and Vice Provost Squires provided committee members with a report about their
April 7 Faculty Senate presentation. The Vice Provost said that there will be follow—
up with UFWW regarding the faculty compensation issue raised at the Senate
meeting. UFWW representative Steven Garfinkle said that he has received feedback
from faculty that a course release may be preferred to monetary compensation by
some faculty, and that the goal should be maximum flexibility. There was a question
about the possible impact of the state budget on CiHS funding. The Vice Provost said
that, while the budget is still not finalized, he anticipates the current allocation will
be provided.

e Update on International Programs and Federal Administration Issues: Ryan Larsen,

Executive Director, Office of Global Engagement, gave an update on international
programs and federal administration issues. He reported that student visas at WWU
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have not been impacted to date. His office is querying the SEVIS database daily to
verify students because the federal government is not notifying universities. If a WWU
student is impacted, WWU has no ability to override the decision. He has drafted a
protocol for WWU to be able to treat students as humanely as possible and is
meeting with various stakeholder offices. Students are fearful. With respect to Peace
Corps, it is uncertain what will happen with the program. It is expected that the State
Department will propose eliminating all international education programs, including
Fulbright. However, the Fulbright program has indicated that faculty/student
applications are open for the next cycle.

e SOCEC Annual Report to Faculty Senate: Chair Knabb and Vice Provost Squires will
work to prepare the annual report to the Faculty Senate required under the
Committee Charge. The draft report will be provided to SOCEC at its May meeting.

Items from the Floor

Vice Provost Squires reported that he has been talking with the with NW Innovation
Resource Center, which is interested in working with WWU on non-credit courses. He
will follow up with SOCEC at a future date.

Adjournment

Committee members adjourned at 4:56 pm.
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SOCEC Attendance

04/16/2025
Voting Members Non-Voting Members
Shawn Knabb CBE (Chair) X Robert Squires | Vice Provost, OCE X
Jennifer Seltz CHSS -- Ryan Larsen Director, Global X
Engagement Office
Tarek Idriss CSE X
Vacant Fairhaven na Recorder
Vacant Libraries na | Becky Johnston | Faculty Senate X
Michael Medler CENV --
Elizabeth Boland WCE X Guests
Susan Haines CFPA -- | Andrew Blick GEO X
Lindsay Foreman- Faculty Senate X
Murray
Sabina Gupta AS Senate X
Steven Garfinkle UFWW X
Kerry Allen IEP/Language & X
Culture
Voting Attendees 6
Non-Voting Attendees 4
Total Attendees 10
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