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ATC MINUTES 

Monday, 7 April 2025 

Online 

 

Zoom meeting link: 

https://wwu-edu.zoom.us/j/98499832469 

4:01 CALL TO ORDER: ATC Chair Derek Moscato called the meeting to order at 4:01 pm, welcoming a 

total of 14 attendees (roster attached).   

ATC membership: The committee welcomed graduate student Milla Miller to ATC. Milla is one 

of two ASWWU Graduate Senators and is currently a graduate student in Woodring’s Master’s in 

Teaching program. Welcome Milla to ATC!  

4:10 

• STF update. John Farquhar provided an update on the Student Technology Fee Committee and 

submissions. The committee received over 15 abstracts, and invites were made to 13 for a full 

proposal. 12 of the 13 were received after this outreach. Those proposals have been posted online 

and are available at the STF website. Proposals can be viewed online at: 

https://its.wwu.edu/stf/technology-initiatives  

 

Information about the proposals was sent to campus by Western Today, and public comments 

from the campus community were solicited. Public comments have already been received. To this 

end, the STF Committee has commenced with the process of reviewing proposals. STF will 

receive ATC feedback after the next meeting in May. 

 
4: 20 
 

• ATC Field Trips. For the March meeting, ATC visited not one but two campus field sites of 

technology:  First to Performing Arts, and then on to the Scientific Technical Services. The field 

trip was led by ATC Vice Chair George Zhao. The ATC group met at the Performing Arts 

mainstage first before heading over to the STS Instrument Center. Field trips have been a good 

opportunity for ATC members to learn about technology usage across campus and in various 

contexts, and also for members to see first-hand the usage, and implementation, of STF grants. 

Committee members discussed several potential site visits for next fall, including another campus 
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Makerspace and several STF-funded enterprises. ATC thanks Dipu Gupta, Darren McCroom, 

Steven Emory and other for hosting the site visits.  

4:35 

• Web and Canvas accessibility issues; and Pope Tech Dashboard update.  

Michael Wilder provided an overview of forthcoming web accessibility regulations for campus. 

There is a CRTC page on Web accessibility available for the campus community at 

https://crtc.wwu.edu/compliance/final-rule-web-accessibility 

 

Also of note for faculty is the implementation of the Pope Tech Accessibility Guide. This will 

help faculty understand the accessibility of their Canvas pages. The Pope Tech application can be 

embedded in the Canvas menu for faculty. It is worth noting that the Pope Tech application can 

help identify problems. But the program does not provide fixes (that is up to the instructor). 

Notable also is that there is a tool that can be plugged into the Pope Tech dashboard that can do a 

cursory review of PDFs. PDFs are a bit part of this – but there are other issues that are prevalent, 

such as heading structures.  

 

Pope Tech is being funded by the CIO office for two years on a trial basis. The technology gives 

faculty an overall view of where changes can be made, and helps administrators with 

understanding how WWU as a whole can address improvements for the future. It also facilitates 

the improving of accessibility for courses at WWU. 

 

Key links related to Pope Tech and accessibility:  

https://blog.pope.tech/2022/05/04/use-the-canvas-accessibility-instructor-dashboards/ 

https://atus.wwu.edu/kb/canvas-accessibility  

https://blog.pope.tech/2022/05/04/use-the-canvas-accessibility-instructor-dashboards/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot3kQx0HNUE 

4:55 

• With no further business and no items from the floor, the meeting adjourned at 4:55pm. After the 

meeting, minutes from the February meeting were distributed to ATC voting members, and were 

approved by a majority of the committee members via email vote.  
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ACADEMIC TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – ROSTER 2024-25 

 

VOTING ATTENDEES    NON-VOTING ATTENDEES  

Faculty    Advisory  

1  George Zhao, Elementary Educ  Woodring  X   14  Chuck Lanham, Vice Prov for IT & CIO   

2  Jiexun Li, Decision Sciences  CBE  X   15  John Farquhar, Director of ATUS  X 

3       16  Colin Hanson, IT Professional  X 

4 Andy Bunn, Environ Studies  Huxley  X  17 
Michael Wilder, Teaching, Learning, & 

Technology 
X 

5 Paul Chen, Political Science CHSS (1)   18 
Andrea Rodger, Business & Financial 

Affairs 
X 

6  Derek Moscato, Journalism  CHSS (2)  X   19  Becky Johnson, Faculty Senate Specialist   

7  Sid Devarenne, Libraries  Libraries  X   Recorder  

8  Robert Berger, Chemistry CSE (1)  X   20   

9  
Wala Saadeh, Engineering & 

Design 
CSE (2) X     Guests 

 

10  Dipu Gupta, Theater CFPA      21     

 11        

Staff         

11  
Lauren Nicandri, Outreach and Cont. 

Ed Representative  
X        

Students      Voting attendees  10 

12   John Hardgrove  X     Non-Voting attendees  4 

13  Milla Miller X          

  Voting members in attendance  10     TOTAL ATTENDEES  14 
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