
 
 
May 5, 2025 
 
Governor Bob Ferguson 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 
 
Dear Governor Ferguson: 
 
On behalf of our more than 9,000 colleagues, we write to ask that you use your authority under 
state law to eliminate the 1.5% cut to the budgets of our public 4-year postsecondary institutions, 
a provision of Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5167 making operating budget provisions for the 
2025-27 biennium. A line-item veto of this provision would require the state to devote an 
additional $35.6 million to the six institutions over two years. 
 
According to data from your own Office of Financial Management, before the Great Recession 
Washington devoted $20 of every $1,000 of income to public support for higher education. This 
is the level of support that California's higher education system enjoys today. In Washington we 
have allowed this support to decline to just $13.59 per $1,000. And the consequences are visible 
across our public 4-year institutions. We are struggling to provide students the support they need, 
eliminating courses and degree programs, and unfairly narrowing the future possibilities for the 
next generation of Washingtonians. We have fallen behind most other states on basic measures. 
Too few of our high school graduates transition to postsecondary. Too few students who enter 
our institutions complete degrees. Our friends in the business community articulated a goal of 
70% of all high school graduates earning a postsecondary credential. Not only are we nowhere 
near this mark, we are moving in the wrong direction. 
 
Further cuts would exacerbate these problems. We appreciate the legislature's decision to 
prioritize K-12 education in this difficult budget year, as without a strong foundation our 
students will not thrive in higher education. The state's lack of similar commitment to higher 
education, however, threatens to deprive the state of the workforce it needs to support innovation 
and industry. For too long, Washington has operated a two-tier economy, with high-paying jobs 
for college graduates from out of state and less opportunity for children born and raised here. 
The Washington College Grant has a promising track record of removing the financial barriers 
that perpetuated this two-tier economy. But the value of free tuition depends entirely on the 
quality of educational opportunities our institutions can provide, and without adequate support 
our sector will become the weak link in the chain. 
 



We have worked collaboratively with the legislature to prioritize higher education and to show 
our support for new revenue measures that would stave off harmful cuts. Many at our institutions 
are adopting the attitude that we did well enough, that things could have been worse. We are 
here to tell you that Washington state cannot afford such complacency. We urge you to take the 
action of a true education governor, and declare if budget cuts are out of the question for K-12 it 
makes no sense to impose them on the institutions where these children will learn the lessons and 
skills they will need to carry this state forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Andrew Buchman 
Professor of Humanities and Performing Arts 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
The Evergreen State College 

 
Bidisha Biswas 
Professor of Political Science 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
Western Washington University 

 
Stephen M. Bollens 
Professor of Biological Sciences 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
Washington State University 
 

 
Michael Craw 
Professor of Public Administration 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
The Evergreen State College 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Beth Ebel 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Deputy Faculty Legislative Representative 
University of Washington 
 

 
Bernadette Jungblut 
Professor of Political Science 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
Central Washington University 

 
Samuel Ligon 
Professor of English and Creative Writing 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
Eastern Washington University 
 

 
Jacob L. Vigdor 
Professor of Public Policy and Governance 
Faculty Legislative Representative 
University of Washington 
 

 


