
While faculty are protected by WWU’s commitment to academic freedom, they are also 
required to follow the law, all relevant university policies, and relevant codes of conduct. 
We also acknowledge that academic freedom is different from free speech/expression. 
Academic freedom applies to our professional roles as faculty and our efforts to uncover 
truth, even when it may be uncomfortable, but requires a clear focus on the academic 
discipline. Faculty are therefore bound by scholarly relevance in their academic freedom 
protections; by contrast, one’s individual right to free speech is broader and carries no 
such relevancy requirement. Any discipline for faculty speech will follow the definition of 
academic freedom provided in Section 2.2 of the UFWW-WWU Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. 


