
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
May 16, 2025 
 
 
To: Academic Coordinating Commission (ACC) 
 
From: Shurla Rogers-Thibou, Faculty Director, Academic First-Year Programs 
 

 
First-Year First-Generation Washinton College Grant Seminar 190-series 
 
Rationale to include Washinton Grant eligibility – 

Initial proposal and budget bill (23) to Washington State Legislature to design a student orientation program, 
extended through the academic year by means of Seminar 190-series classes that invite in student recipients of 
the Washington college grant who are first-generation. Added support to the underserved student population may 
have evident-based success metrics and peer-mentorship. The proposal was submitted and approved; the first 
seminar class started fall quarter 2024 with a 1-week early-start/orientation component. 

Rationale to remove Washington Grant eligibility – 

To ensure that only students who met the 3-criteria, 1) First-Year 2) First-Generation 3) Washington College 
Grant, can register for the Seminar 190-series, required Financial Aid involvement to determine eligibility. 
Washington College Grant eligible students as a targeted group are protected under FERPA, which resulted in 
limited knowledge beyond the Financial Aid office, which made it complex to directly reach the said student 
population when promoting the classes. 

FERPA protects those student groups meeting the Washington College Grant eligibility, the limitation of 
knowledge regarding this protected group limits promotion of the classes outside of Financial Aid office.  

To add, a wider audience of incoming/new students can be reached with the removal of the third criteria, with an 
understanding that information shared with all incoming/new students will NOT have the third criteria written in.  

SMNR 190 prerequisite text 2025-26 academic year 

Current 
Prerequisites & Notes: For first-generation, Washington College Grant eligible, new first-year students only. 

Proposed 
Prerequisites & Notes: For first-generation and new first-year students only. 

 
 
  


