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This report provides an overview of the work accomplished by the Academic Coordinating
Commission (ACC), a sub-committee of the WWU Faculty Senate, for the Academic Year
(2024-25).

Over the past few years, ACC has reviewed a record number of alternate modality policies
gaining a greater understanding of online curriculum development and ensuring the highest
quality educational experience for WWU students. ACC has applied what it has learned, as it
continues to develop and update curriculum resources (e.g., syllabus requirements, credit hour
policy, course modality definitions, and guidance on regular and substantive interaction) to
support faculty innovation and ensure compliance with with regulatory and accreditation
requirements. During the fall and early parts of winter quarter, Jamie Lawsom, Catalog and
Curriculum Specialist, and Melissa D’Eloia, ACC Chair, conducted some outreach, visiting with
college curriculum committees to share information about the curriculum review process, the
resources and tools they can use to support their curriculum reviews, to clarify alternate
modality proposal guidelines, and improve communication. This past year, ACC saw a marked
improvement in the overall quality of curriculum proprosals, especially proposals seeking
alternate modality approvals.

This report will cover two primary areas of responsibility for the ACC: 1) Curriculum work; and 2)
policy review and development.

CURRICULUM WORK

Curriculum review is one ACC’s major priorities.

ACC approvals 2024-25

During the 2024-2025 academic year, ACC
approved 673 curriculum proposals

via Curriculum (Western's curriculum
management software tool), 908 total if large-
scale memo approvals are included. ACC

averaged 51.8 curriculum approvals per meeting.

Overall, ACC reviewed and approved fewer
proposal compared to the last couple of years.
However, a high number of course approvals
were made via memorandum (234 total).

Course revision (293)
Memorandum (234)
Permanent modality (125)
Program revision (123)
New course (64)

Course cancellation (60)
Temporary course (49)

New program (10)
Program moratorium (10)
Program cancellation (9)
Other (5)

New certificate (4)
Temporary modality (3)

Approvals 908 (673 via Curriculum)
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The ACC also approved 125 permanent
modalityproposals. Through the review process,
ACC gained additional insights regarding Regular
and Substantive Interaction (RSI), which were used
to improve the RSI Guidance document and ACC
syllabus requirements policy.
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POLICY WORK

There were several Policy discussions and

approvals at ACC during the 2024-2025 academic
year. Some highlights, along with a complete list of
all approvals for policy change, are included below.

Policy Work Highlights

ACC Handbook Revisions

o During summer 2024, changes were made to the ACC Handbook to update and
correct the document to reflect current practices and university policies. Three
substantive changes were made: 1) change to the proposed revision to course
modalities/instructional methods policy; 2) propsed change to the temporary
course policy, and 3) student abroad course numbering. These changes were
approved by ACC on October 22, 2024 and by the Faculty Senate on November
12, 2024.

e WWU Course Challenge Policy Changes (Language Courses)

o In October 2024, the ACC approved changes to the Course Challenge Policy,
removing University Advanced Placement and revising the course challenge policy
to include prior learning credit for language courses. These changes were
approved by Faculty Senate on November 12, 2024.

o Transfer of Credit for Professional Technical and Vocational Courses
o In February 2025, ACC approved changes to the Transfer of Credit policy to
include professional technical and vocational courses when an academic
department chair has determined the course to be quivalent to a course in their
department. Faculty Senate approved this policy change on March 10, 2025.

e Revisions to the RSI Guidance Document
o Added language clarifying that instructor time engaging in indirect grading is not
RSI. ACC also added clarifying language that the guidance only applies to hybrid
courses with an asynchronous instructional component, asynchronous courses, or
asynchronous/synchronous mixed courses. ACC added an additional note that, if
the course is face-to-face or fully synchronous online, RSI is documented through
course meeting times, and no additional documentation in the syllabus is needed.

e Expected ongoing Policy Work




o During the 2024-25 AY, the ACC continued to make progress on several additional
policy initiatives. The ACC anticipates continuing this work during the 2025-26 AY,
focusing specifically on the following policy initiatives:

All Policy Work

Date

Submit ACC approved updates to WWU’s moratorium policy for Faculty
Senate review and approval.

Collaborate with the Committee on Undergraduate Education on the
GUR/PEJ Charge

Develop consistent terminology for Degrees, Programs, Certificates, etc.
This will include discussing guidelines for these programs.

Internship syllabus requirements to define and describe faculty involvement

and supervision of the student and align credit hour policy with internship
requirments.

IACC Motion'

October 8, 2024
October 22, 2024

October 22, 2024

October 22, 2024

October 22, 2024
November 19, 2024

February 4, 2025
February 18, 2025
February 18, 2025

April 8, 2025

May 20, 2025
May 20, 2025
May 20, 2025

IACC Handbook Revisions

ACC Committee Charge Revisions

WWU Course Challenge (Language Courses): Removal of
Advanced Placement Language

\WWU Course Challenge (Language Courses): Credit by Exam, Prior
Learning, and Advanced Placement

Study Abroad Course Numbering

CUE Committee Charge Revisions

Proposal to Transition Entrepreneurship and Innovation Academic
Program to CBE Management Department

[Temporary Policy on Course Scheduling and Deliver at Olympic
College-Poulsbo

Transfer of Credit for Professional Technical and Vocational
Courses

Cancellation of Graduate Courses for Natural Science/Science
Education, M.Ed, Programs

SMNR 190 Prerequisites

Syllabus Requirements and Guidance Revisions

Guidance Regular and Substantive Interaction (RSI) Revisions



https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/acc-handbook-revisions
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/acc-committee-charge-revisions
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/wwu-course-challenge-language-courses-removal-advanced-placement-language
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/wwu-course-challenge-language-courses-removal-advanced-placement-language
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/wwu-course-challenge-language-courses-credit-exam-prior-learning-and-advanced-placement
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/wwu-course-challenge-language-courses-credit-exam-prior-learning-and-advanced-placement
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/study-abroad-course-numbering-0
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/revised-cue-committee-charge
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transition-entrepreneurship-and-innovation-program-cbe-management-department
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transition-entrepreneurship-and-innovation-program-cbe-management-department
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transfer-credit-professional-technical-and-vocational-courses
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transfer-credit-professional-technical-and-vocational-courses
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transfer-credit-professional-technical-and-vocational-courses
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/transfer-credit-professional-technical-and-vocational-courses
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/cancellation-graduate-courses-natural-sciencesscience-education-med
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/cancellation-graduate-courses-natural-sciencesscience-education-med
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/smnr-190-prerequisite-text-memorandum
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/syllabus-requirements-and-guidance-revisions
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/guidance-regular-and-substantive-interaction-revisions

CONCLUSION

As an important sub-committee of the WWU Faculty Senate, the ACC focuses its work on
supporting the WWU mission of providing the highest quality education to our students. In the
coming Academic Year, the ACC anticipates that there will be more evolution in our curriculum,
and as the curriculum evolves, policy and processes will need to evolve as well. At WWU, the
faculty “own the curriculum” and the ACC serves the faculty to assure quality and compliance
with faculty-determined requirements.

ACC 2024-25 ROSTER:

ACC voting members:
e ACC Chair: Melissa D’Eloia (Health and Human Development)
Elizabeth Raymond (Chemistry)
Tara Perry (Communication Studies)
Angie Kasper (Music)
Anca Sirbu (Economics)
Midori Takagi (Fairhaven)
Rebecca Paci-Green (Environmental Studies)
Elizabeth Stephan (Western Libraries)

Fall 2024-Tracey Pyscher (Secondary Education) & Spring 2025-Tim Bruce (Education
Leadership and Inclusive Teaching)

Moose Abou-Harb (Associated Students)
e Zach Cramer (Associated Students)
e Mathew Loewen (Associated Students)

ACC non-voting members:

e Jack Herring (Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs)
e Shelli Soto (Vice Provost for Enrollment Management)
e Jamie Lawson (Catalog and Curriculum Specialist)
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