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Current Accepted Tests and Required
Scores for Undergraduate Admission

 TOEFL (iBT): a score of 79 (4 in new scale) or higher
 |[ELTS: a score of 6.5 or higher
« Duolingo English Test: a score of 105 or higher

» SAT (evidence-based reading and writing only): a score of 550
or higher

« “B” (3.0) or higher in two college-level English composition
courses at a U.S. college/university
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https://www.ets.org/
https://www.ets.org/
https://ielts.org/
https://ielts.org/
https://englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants
https://englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat

Comparison: Public Baccalaureate Universities in WA

Institution IELTS TOEFL Duolingo
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https://www.cwu.edu/admissions-aid/apply/additional-resources/proof-english-proficiency.php
https://www.ewu.edu/apply/international-student-application/
https://www.evergreen.edu/admissions-and-aid/international-student
https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/how-to-apply/english-proficiency/
https://ip.wsu.edu/future-students/requirements/
https://admissions.wwu.edu/international/apply

New TOEFL Scoring

Framework

- Effective January 2026,
TOEFL will transition

from the 0 — 120 scale to

a 1-6 banded scale
that averages four
section scores:

« Reading

* Listening

« Speaking

« Writing

* The new score of 4

captures current TOEFL
requirements at UW (76)

and WWU (79)
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Old Scoring
Framework
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IELTS Scoring
Framework

Band Score 6 -
Competent: The test
taker has an effective
command of the
language despite some
Inaccuracies,
mapproprlate usage and

misunderstandings. They

can use and understand
reasonably complex
language, particularly in
familiar situations.

IELTS Band Score
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Skill Level
Expert
Very Good
Good
Competent
Modest

Limited

Extremely Limited

Intermittent

Non-user



TOEFL & IELTS Aligned with CEFR

e CEFR; Common European Framework of Reference for Languages,
developed by the Council of Europe; global adoption followe
* A1, A2: Basic User
* B1, B2: Independent User
« C1, C2: Proficient User

. E(E)II__EII;LBgsserts that its score of 4 is equivalent to an IELTS 6.0 and a

* B2: “Can understand the main_ideas of complex text on both
concrete and abstract topics, including technjcal discussions in
his/her field of specialization. Can interact with a degree of fluency
and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native
speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can
produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and
explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and
disadvantages of various options.
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Proposed Updates at WWU

Instrument Current Requirements Proposed Requirements
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Comparison to other peers and competitors:
Other Public Universities with an IELTS 6.0 Score

Arizona State University U of Colorado, Colorado Springs
Boise State University University of Idaho
Cal Poly Humboldt Sonoma State University
CSU Chico University of Nevada, Las Vegas

CSU Northridge University of North Carolina, Charlotte
Portland State University University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire
Sonoma State University University of Wisconsin, La Crosse
Truman State University University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point
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Impact and Rationale for Changing

« English score thresholds higher than other public universities in
Washington make us less competitive for attracting capable
International students

« Alignment with majority scoring minimums_of state universities should
widen Western’s pool of international applicants

 All other Admissions decision points, such as academic preparation, will
be maintained

« Changes will primarily impact First-Year degree-seeking international
students

* |nternational students’ English proficiency begins improving
Immediately with immersive living
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Thank you.
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