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Re:  Faculty Legislative Liaison Report 

 

 

1. Bills of interest. The following bills are being tracked by the Council of Faculty  (CoF) 

• SB5828:  Concerning the Washington college grant and college bound scholarship program for 

students attending private four-year not-for-profit institutions of higher education in Washington.  

CoF is “other” on this bill, taking the position that Washington students should certainly be able 

to choose private colleges is they wish to do so; however, public higher education institutions 

should have their funding restored by the state. A number of WA news outlets, including the 

Seattle Times, has published opeds/editorials in support of this bill. The bill is currently in 

committee. My testimony was covered in a news article in The Spokesman-Review. 

• SB5909: Proposes reviewing and eliminating low-enrollment undergraduate programs at public 

institutions. The Council of Faculty was jointly opposed this bill. It is currently in committee.  

• SB 5978:  Makes higher education more accessible by establishing the Washington guaranteed 

admissions program and requiring student notification.  WWU FLR joined other CoF members in 

supporting this bill. It is currently in committee.   

• HB 2098: Proposes changes to public higher education funding through a number of measures, 

including a cut in tuition across institutions. WWU FLR did not take a position on this bill. It is 

currently in committee. 

• SB6325: Provides a tiered schedule for restoring funds to public higher education institutions 

(see notes below, regarding the funds split). CoF is in strong support of this bill and testified in 

its favor. We hope that this bill provides a pathway to continue discussion with lawmakers on 

the funds split. 

• SB6276: Protects revenue devoted to WEIA (workforce education investment account). In 

response to steps taken last year by the legislature to supplant these funds for other higher 

education funding, this bill affirms that WEIA appropriations will be used to provide additional, 

enhanced, and expanded support for higher-education programs and services, and may not be used 

as a replacement, offset, or reduction of existing or projected funding obligations from other 

sources. 

 

2. Other Issues:  

• CoF continues to have discussions with legislators on restoration of state funding to 

public higher education institutions. Every budget allocation for higher education 

includes a line item for compensation, which is an increase in base funding tied to 

contracts negotiated by the governor with other public employees, but funded at a  

partial level (51% for WWU this biennium, with the rest to be funded by tuition).  This 

funding split was instituted in 2009 in the wake of a fiscal crisis, when universities were 

dramatically raising tuition. Since then, tuition increases have been capped, but 

allocations have remained at far below pre-2009 levels. We would like to move towards 

of full funding for budgeted compensation increases.   We believe that SB6325 is a 

good step in this direction. 

 

• CoF is looking at existing state law that can help faculty affected by malicious public 

records requests. 

 

• CoF is supportive of the Governor’s interest in increasing FAFSA completion rates in 

our state. Washington lags behind many other states on completion rates; recent data is 

available here. 

 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5828&Initiative=false&Year=2025
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/fully-fund-college-tuition-aid-whichever-schools-students-choose/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2026/feb/04/private-colleges-lobby-to-restore-cuts-to-financia/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2025&BillNumber=5909
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5978&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2098&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6325&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6276&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion

