
 

To: WWU Faculty Senate 

From:  Bidisha Biswas, Faculty Legislative Rep (FLR) 

Date: February 23, 2026 

Re:  Faculty Legislative Liaison Report 

 

 

1. Budget: Supplemental budget proposals were published on February 22, 2026 (click on the “latest 

budget proposals” and then scroll down to Higher Education section). CoF is going through the budgets 

in order to ascertain how they affect our institutions.  

2. Bills of interest. The following bills are being tracked by the Council of Faculty  (CoF) 

• SB5828:  Concerning the Washington college grant and college bound scholarship program for 

students attending private four-year not-for-profit institutions of higher education in Washington. 

It continues to have bipartisan support and has cleared the Senate. The bill is currently under 

review in the House committee.  

3. Other Issues:  

• CoF continues to have discussions with legislators on restoration of state funding to 

public higher education institutions. Every budget allocation for higher education 

includes a line item for compensation, which is an increase in base funding tied to 

contracts negotiated by the governor with other public employees, but funded at a  

partial level (51% for WWU this biennium, with the rest to be funded by tuition).  This 

funding split was instituted in 2009 in the wake of a fiscal crisis, when universities were 

dramatically raising tuition. Since then, tuition increases have been capped, but 

allocations have remained at far below pre-2009 levels. We would like to move towards 

of full funding for budgeted compensation increases.    

https://fiscal.wa.gov/default
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5828&Initiative=false&Year=2025

