To: WWU Faculty Senate

From: Bidisha Biswas, Faculty Legislative Rep (FLR)
Date:  March 5, 2026

Re: Faculty Legislative Liaison Report

1. Budget: Supplemental budget proposals were published on February 22, 2026 (click on the “latest

budget proposals” and then scroll down to Higher Education section). CoF believes that, in the current
budget environment, these proposals are supportive of public higher education sector as they maintain
funding levels rather than reducing them.

2. Restoration of state funding: CoF had a meeting with Rep. Dave Paul, who is chair of the House
Postsecondary Education and Workforce Committee. We explained the “funds split” issue to him and

offered to work with his office on this issue through the rest of the year. CoF members spoke in favor of
HB 2617, which 1s the companion bill to SB 6325. These bills offer a tiered pathway to restoring state
funding to our institutions. We are optimistic that these conversations will continue into next year.

3. Other Issues:

CoF continues to have discussions with legislators on the “funds split” for public higher
education mstitutions. Every budget allocation for higher education includes a line item
for compensation, which is an increase in base funding tied to contracts negotiated by
the governor with other public employees, but funded at a partial level (519 for WWU
this biennium, with the rest to be funded by tuition). This funding split was instituted in
2009 in the wake of a fiscal crisis, when universities were dramatically raising tuition.
Since then, tuition increases have been capped, but allocations have remained at far
below pre-2009 levels. We would like to move towards of full funding for budgeted
compensation increases. We believe that this 1ssue has gained momentum this year in
both chambers of the legislature, and CoF will continue to advocate for it.

CoF continues to raise awareness about public records request challenges confronting
higher education institutions.

CoF is broadly supportive of the efforts by the WWU administration to advocate for
more state support, given that our university has received the lowest funding on a per
student basis for the last three decades. HB 2070, which was heard on February 25,
speaks to this 1ssue.


https://fiscal.wa.gov/default
https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/paul/2025/01/10/dave-paul-elected-chair-of-postsecondary-education-workforce-committee/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2617&Chamber=House&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6325&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2070&Year=2025

