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Sent for ACC Approval: 5/13/2026 
ACC Approved: 5/14/2026 

To Faculty Senate: 5/18/2026 
 
 
 

 
Official Minutes 

Academic Coordinating Commission 
05/12/2026 

 
Call To Order and Approval of Minutes 
 

Call to Order: ACC Chair Melissa D’Eloia called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion by Betsy Raymond (and seconded) to approve the April 
28, 2026 ACC minutes was approved unanimously. 

 
Reports and Announcements 
 

Melissa D’Eloia, ACC Chair 
 

• The May 12 minutes will be emailed for electronic approval so that they can be 
available for the May 18 Faculty Senate meeting, which includes a discussion with 
Provost Johnson on the Guaranteed Admission Pilot Program. 

 
Shelli Soto, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management 
 

• June Commencement is coming up quickly. 
• Summer registration opened last Tuesday and Fall 2026 registration opened 

today. 
• The search process for the Executive Director of Admissions is in its final stages. 

 
John Hardgrove, ASWWU Senate President 
 

• Emma Brown has been re-elected as At-Large ASWUU senator. 
• Heather Curfman has been elected as ASWWU Senate President. 

 
Review of Curriculum Minutes and Proposals  
 

 Committee Date Actions 

122 Fairhaven Curriculum Council 4/29/26 Approved 
123 Committee on Undergraduate 

Education 
5/7/26 Approved 

https://registrar.wwu.edu/june-commencement
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-05/FAIR%20ACC%2004.29.26.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-05/2026-05May-07_CUE%20Minutes%20Cmte%20Approved.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-05/2026-05May-07_CUE%20Minutes%20Cmte%20Approved.pdf
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 ACC Exec 5/5/26 Re-reviewed and approved MBA 507 
permanent modality (hybrid), 
originally returned by ACC on 2/17/26 
 
Approved an emergent request by the 
Mathematics Department for MATH 491 
(Fall 2026). A permanent online 
proposal will be submitted in Fall 2026. 

   
Discussion Items 
 

• Definition of Good Academic Standing: Shelli Soto, Vice Provost for Enrollment 
Management, described the AY 2026-27 Catalog language regarding good academic 
standing, which requires that students have a cumulative and quarterly GPA of 2.0 or 
above. This language has not been reviewed or approved by faculty governance. The 
current policy in the AY 2025-26 Catalog only includes the cumulative GPA language; 
however, transcripts incorporate both cumulative and quarterly GPA in showing good 
academic standing. It is requested that ACC approve the clarified language.  

 
Tim Bruce (WCE) moved to approve the amended language (and seconded). The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Draft NWCCU Standards and Impacts to Western: Associate Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Jack Herring reviewed proposed revisions to current NWCCU 
accreditation standards and their impact on WWU. He has been working with faculty 
through the accreditation advisory committee. Faculty Senate Executive Council was 
briefed yesterday.  
 
He reported that the most consistently controversial standard is Library and 
Information Resources (2.F.1), which would allow institutions to contract out librarian 
roles. Other libraries in the region are opposed to this language.  
 
There also is language (2.B.7) requiring that institutions have AI policies and 
procedures in academic, administrative, and operational contexts.  
 
It was reported that there is also a proposed standard (1.D.4.) that requires 
institutions to evaluate the return on educational investment. This language is 
flexible and would allow institutions to define what is a ROI. Western has raised 
concerns regarding how this would be evaluated.  
 
The revised draft will be provided to NWCCU in July, with a third draft issued for 
additional feedback before a vote by membership to adopt the standards in 
August/September. 
 
The ACC Chair reported that Senate Executive expressed concerns about the three 
provisions highlighted in the AVPAA’s report, as well as about shared governance 
processes for receiving faculty feedback. 

https://wwu.curriculog.com/proposal:12384/form
https://catalog.wwu.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=7033#Scholarship_Standards
https://catalog.wwu.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=7033#Scholarship_Standards
https://nwccu.org/standards/standards-revision/
https://nwccu.org/standards/standards-revision/
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• Guaranteed Admissions Pilot Program Expansion: Provost and Executive Vice 

President Brad Johnson discussed an idea to expand the Guaranteed Admissions 
Pilot Program from five counties to the entire state. He reported that 30,000 
graduating high school seniors do not go on to higher education and that this is one 
tool to reach them. He stated that there was some confusion about the five counties 
in the pilot versus the statewide WAGAP program, which has slightly different 
eligibility criteria.  
 

• Commissioners raised questions regarding WSU and Central’s participation in the 
statewide WAGAP program and how WAGAP differs from the WWU pilot. Key 
distinctions between the programs are GPA thresholds and College Academic 
Distribution Requirements (CADR). Western’s program waived CADR requirements and 
uses the criteria that students meet all high school graduation requirements instead. 
The ACC Chair asked how CADR requirements differ from the high school graduation 
requirements. The Provost stated that it is not clear that CADRs are a metric of future 
student success in higher education.  
 
There was a question about how the success of the pilot will be measured. The 
Provost said that he did not want to define success on the front-end. It is estimated 
that 200 students would result from a statewide initiative. He noted that 
approximately 200 students have applied through the pilot, with the estimate being 
90 confirmed students in Fall 2026. There was a suggestion that outreach be 
conducted via WSSDA conferences and other statewide events. 
 
Several commissioners raised concerns about the lack of staffing and resources for 
support and retention programs under the pilot program. 
 

• Guidance Regular and Substantive Interaction (RSI): As part of its annual policy and 
guidance review process, Commissioners reviewed the RSI guidance. The focus was 
on the current definition of high engagement as “live interaction between instructor 
and students through face-to-face communication.” The Chair raised a concern 
whether the current definition excludes asynchronous courses and, if so, whether it 
should be changed. There was discussion about approaches that could be taken to 
modify the current language so that it would be clearer and more inclusive of 
asynchronous courses. This issue will be discussed by ACC in AY 2026-27. 

 
Items from the Floor 
 

• ELED 380: Jamie Lawson, Catalog & Curriculum Management Analyst, reported that 
the Education Leadership and Inclusive Teaching Department has requested to 
add ELED 380 to the Multilingual Special Education program beginning in Fall 
2026. The request was approved by consent. 

 
 
 

https://www.wwu.edu/guaranteed-admission-high-school
https://www.wwu.edu/guaranteed-admission-high-school
https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CADRs-CollegeAcademicDistributionRequirements.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/graduation/credit-requirements
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/guidance-regular-and-substantive-interaction-rsi
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Adjournment 

Commission members adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 
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ACC Attendance  
05/12/2026 

  

Voting Members Non-Voting Members 

Melissa D’Eloia  At-Large (Chair)  x Jack Herring  Provost  x 

Tara Perry CHSS-HUM  x Shelli Soto   Registrar  x 

Elizabeth Raymond  CSE  x Jamie Lawson  
Catalog and 
Curriculum  

x 

Midori Takagi  Fairhaven  x Heather Curfman ASWWU Senate x 

Anca Sirbu  CBE  x  Emma Brown ASWWU Senate x 

Tammi Laninga CENV  x Recorder 

Tim Bruce WCE  x Becky Johnston Faculty Senate x 

Sarah Jo Monaghan CFPA  x Guests 

Elizabeth Stephan  Libraries  x  Brad Johnson Provost/EVP x 

Katherine Anderson Graduate School  --      

Vacant  Faculty Senate  NA       

Vacant  Faculty Senate  NA       

Kendra Dupuy CHSS-SBS --       

John Hardgrove ASWWU Senate x       

           

          

 
  

Voting Attendees  10  

Non-Voting Attendees  7  

Total Attendees  17  

  
 


