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Official Minutes 

Faculty Senate Meeting  

06/01/2026 

 
Call To Order and Approval of Minutes 
 

Call to Order: Senate President Erika McPhee-Shaw called the meeting to order at 4:02 
p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The following minutes were approved by consent: 
 

• May 18, 2026 Faculty Senate Minutes 
• May 19, 2926 SLC Minutes 
• May 26, 2026 ACC Minutes (Motions: Removal of GUR Literacies and Rosette at CUE 

Request and Election of AY 2026 - 2027 ACC Chair and Vice Chair) 
 
Reports and Announcements 
 

Erika McPhee-Shaw, Senate President 
 

• Senators are urged to apply to serve on the Senate AI Tools Workgroup, which 
currently does not have enough people to hold its first meeting. 

• The Senate social gathering is Thursday, June 4, at 5:00 p.m. at Goods Local Brews. 
 

Sabah Randhawa, University President 
 

• President Randhawa thanked President McPhee-Shaw for her service as Senate 
President and all senators for giving generously of their time. 

• The Council of Presidents is meeting today in Seattle to discuss the next 
legislative session, including and there might be a joint advocacy platform. OSPI 
Superintendent Chris Reykdal attended the meeting to discuss K-12 alignment, 
including student success and the enrollment cliff. One idea is requiring 
FAFSA/WAFSA as a high school graduation requirement. 

 
 

https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-05/2026-05May-18_Senate%20Minutes%20For%20Approval.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-05/2026-05May-19_SLC%20Minutes%20Cmte%20Approved.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/remove-gur-literacies-and-rosette-cue-request
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/remove-gur-literacies-and-rosette-cue-request
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/election-ay-2026-2027-acc-chair-and-vice-chair
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DDBRG3G_i70OwrgDyV_R4_1aMPQ0Eu59ErqjMDcVyobpUQVlDUUozWTdWNFc5RzE2TFhDQ1lUUUNOMC4u&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnst68%40wwu.edu%7C4e5909f643ac4f4581eb08dea79ef795%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C639132498375032681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NfMdfrrnSeIpQ%2F9x%2B0CQJM%2Fx%2B%2FXi%2FYUnRfFmOYjxgMQ%3D&reserved=0
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Brad Johnson, Provost and Executive Vice President 
 

• The Provost thanked senators for their service and highlighted the importance of 
the Senate in shared governance. 

• There is a new announcement regarding the Instructure data breach on the WWU 
Information Security site.  

 
Theresa Warburton, UFWW President 
 

• There is a June 10 UFWW member appreciation day. Due to a delay that impacted 
distribution at the UFWW picnic, mugs will be distributed there, along with coffee 
and pastries. 

 
Tesla Monson, Faculty Senate Budget Representative 
 

• The Spring University Budget Forum was held on May 21 (presentation slides). 
There was not much new information provided. 

• Bidisha Biswas will be serving as Budget Representative beginning Fall 2026, and 
faculty concerns and questions regarding the WWU budget should be directed to 
her beginning then. 

 
John Hardgrove, ASWWU Senate 
 

• Appreciation was expressed for the opportunity for ASWWU senators to serve on 
the Faculty Senate and its committees. 

 
Information Items 
 

• ACC Annual Report: ACC Chair Melissa D’Eloia presented the ACC Annual Report for AY 
2025 – 2026, covering curricular proposal review and policy review and development. 
The report also included a summary of anticipated policy work for AY 2026 – 2027 
including: 
 

o Collaborating with CUE on GUR Reform and PEJ Task Force issues 
o Developing consistent terminology for degrees, programs, and certificates, 

including possible guidelines 
o Creating internship syllabus requirements 
o Clarifying RSI guidance  

 
• Senate Wrap-Up Report: Senate President Erika McPhee-Shaw provided an overview 

of Senate activities and accomplishments for AY 2025 – 2026, as well as areas for 
future work. The focus was on the top three priorities identified by Senate in Fall 
Quarter: shared governance, academic freedom and faculty protections, and AI. 

 
 

https://security.wwu.edu/canvas-security-incident
https://security.wwu.edu/canvas-security-incident
https://smb.wwu.edu/sites/smb.wwu.edu/files/Spring%20Budget%20Forum%20May%202026%20Presentation_0.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-06/2026-06June-01_ACC%202026%20Anual%20Report.pdf
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/sites/facultysenate.wwu.edu/files/2026-06/2026-06June-01_ACC%202026%20Anual%20Report.pdf
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Action Items 
 

• Certification of Additional Senators: On behalf of the Senate Executive Council, a 
motion was made by Senate Appointments and Elections Officer Gabe Gossett to 
certify the following senators for the Fall 2026 - Spring 2028 term: 
 

• Jenny Forsythe, representing English 
• Edward Vadja, representing Language, Literatures & Cultures and Linguistics 
• For Fall 2026 – Spring 2027, Melissa Osborne, representing Sociology 

(confirmed on April 6, 2026 to fill a one-quarter vacancy representing 
Sociology) 

 
The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
• Resolution Honoring Senate President Erika McPhee-Shaw: Senate Vice 

President/President-Elect James Ray was recognized by the President to make a 
motion to approve a Resolution Honoring Senate President Erika McPhee-Shaw for 
her outstanding service. The motion was seconded by Secretary Jim Cooper. 

 
The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
• Election of AY 2026 - 2027 Executive Officers: Following the seating of the AY 2026-

2027 Faculty Senate, President Pro Tem McPhee-Shaw presided over the nominations 
of the following Faculty Senate officers for AY 2026 - 2027: 
 
o Vice President/President-Elect 

 
▪ Melissa Osborne (CHSS-SBS), nominated by Betsy O’Donovan (CHSS-HUM), 

and seconded by Lindsay Foreman Murray (WCE) 
▪ Tarek Algeddawy (CSE), nominated by Jim Cooper (CSE), and seconded by 

Junaid Khan (CSE) 
 

The Senate elected Melissa Osborne as Vice President/President-Elect in a secret 
ballot vote.  

 
o Secretary 

 
▪ Lindsay Foreman-Murray (WCE), nominated by Gabe Gossett (Libraries), and 

seconded by Jim Cooper (CSE) 
 

The Senate unanimously approved the nomination of Lindsay Foreman Murray as 
Secretary.  

 
 
 
 

https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/certification-melissa-osborne-chss-sbs-faculty-senate
https://facultysenate.wwu.edu/outstanding-service-erika-mcphee-shaw
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o Appointments and Elections Officer 
 

▪ Gabe Gossett (Libraries) nominated by Tesla Monson (CHSS-SBS), and 
seconded by Betsy O’Donovan (CHSS-HUM). 

 
The Senate unanimously approved the nomination of Gabe Gossett as 
Appointments and Elections Officer unanimously.  
 

o At-Large Representative to Senate Executive Council 
 

▪ Jason Query (CBE) nominated by James Ray (CFPA), and seconded by Camilo 
Ponton (CSE) 

 
The Senate unanimously approved the nomination of Jason Query as At-Large 
Representative to Senate Executive Council.  

 
Items from the Floor 
 

• Online Course Evaluations 
 
o Senator Catherine Clark (CSE) raised strong concerns regarding online course 

evaluations and said that faculty input is needed. The primary concern is low 
response rate for online evaluations. 
 

o Senator Melissa Osborne (CHSS-SBS) raised similar concerns, as well as a 
concern that they will be available to students for all nine weeks of Summer 
Session, regardless of course length. This means that some students would 
have the opportunity to complete their evaluations after receiving their 
grades. 
 

o Senator Ernest Hartwell (CHSS-HUM) reported that the Languages, Literatures, 
& Cultures Department opposes online course evaluations, especially if there 
is no way to enforce participation.  
 

• Faculty Senate President James Ray provided an overview of what he will be 
focusing on during the summer, including how the Faculty Senate may be a source 
to highlight faculty expertise that could be used through shared governance. He 
also stated that he is looking for ways for faculty to participate in shared 
governance in a way that stewards the academic mission of the University, 
including admissions & enrollment and budget issues. This effort may include a 
Senate resolution for Fall Quarter consideration.  
 

• Senator Jason Query thanked the Provost for working to rectify the cost disparity 
for First Gen graduation stoles.  
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Adjournment 
 

The Senate adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
  



 

   

 

Prepared by Becky Johnston  Page 6 of 7 

 
Faculty Senate Attendance Senate  

06/01/2026 
 

Voting Members Non-Voting Members 

Brianna Delker  CHSS-SBS-Psychology x John Hardgrove ASWWU Senate  x 

Camilo Ponton CSE-Geology x Sabah Randhawa   President  x 

Catherine Clark CSE-Chemistry x Brad Johnson  Provost  x 

Dawna Drum CBE-Accounting -- Christopher Bianco  Council of Deans  x 

Dennis Whitcomb CHSS-HUM-Philosophy/GHR x Theresa Warburton UFWW President  x 

Erika McPhee-Shaw President (At-Large) x    

Ernest Hartwell CHSS-HUM-LLC/Linguistics x  

Gabe Gossett Libraries x Committee Chairs and Senate Representatives 

Greg Youmans CHSS-HUM-English -- Bidisha Biswas  Legislative Rep  x 

Heather Moore CHSS-SBS-SLHS/HHD x Tesla Monson  Budget Rep  x 

James Ray CFPA-Music x Michael Slouber Past President -- 

Jane Wong CHSS-HUM-Ethnic Studies - Melissa D’Eloia  ACC  x 

Jason Query CBE-Economics x George Zhao ATC  -- 

Jim Cooper CSE-Biology x Kendra Dupuy SLC  -- 

Johann Neem   CHSS-HUM-History x Shawn Knabb SOCEC -- 

John Gialanella CFPA-Design x    

Junaid Khan EECE, Physics & Astronomy x  

Kameron Harris CSE-Computer Science x Recorder 

Lindsay Foreman-Murray WCE-ELIT x  Becky Johnston Faculty Senate x 

Margarita Ruiz Guerrero WCE-ECE --    

Maura O’Leary CHSS-SBS-Linguistics x  

Patrick Buckley CENV - Guests 

Ramadha Piyadi Gamage CSE-Math --    

Melissa Osborne CHSS-SBS-Sociology x    

Sondra Cuban WCE-HCS --      

Stephanie Gomez CHSS-HUM-Jou/Com x      

Tarek Algeddawy CSE-Engineering & Design x      

Tesla Monson CHSS-SBS-Anthro x      

Tim Bruce Graduate School --      

Yanara Friedland  Fairhaven x       

 
 

Voting Attendees  22 Non-Voting Attendees  9 Total Attendees 31 
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Faculty Senate Attendance Senate  
06/01/2026 

Seating of AY 2026-27 Senate 
 

Voting Members Non-Voting Members 

Brianna Delker  CHSS-SBS-Psychology x Vacant ASWWU Senate  NA 

Camilo Ponton CSE-Geology x Sabah Randhawa   President  x 

Catherine Clark CSE-Chemistry x Brad Johnson  Provost  x 

Sharon Shewmake CBE-At-Large x Christopher Bianco  Council of Deans  x 

Vacant CHSS-HUM-Philosophy/GHR NA Theresa Warburton UFWW President  x 

James Ray President (At-Large) x    

Edward Vajda CHSS-HUM-LLC/Linguistics x   

Gabe Gossett Libraries x Committee Chairs and Senate Representatives 

Jenny Forsythe CHSS-HUM-English -- Bidisha Biswas  Legislative Rep  x 

Heather Moore CHSS-SBS-SLHS/HHD x Bidisha Biswas Budget Rep  NA 

Heather Dudenbostel CFPA-Music x Erika McPhee-Shaw Past President x 

Jane Wong CHSS-HUM-Ethnic Studies -- Melissa D’Eloia  ACC  x 

Jason Query CBE-Economics x    

Adrienne Wang CSE-Biology x    

Vacant CHSS-HUM-History NA    

Monique Kerman CFPA-Design x    

Junaid Khan EECE, Physics & Astronomy x  

Fuqun Huang CSE-Computer Science x Recorder 

Lindsay Foreman-Murray WCE-At-Large x  Becky Johnston Faculty Senate x 

Vacant CBE-At-Large NA    

Maura O’Leary CHSS-SBS-Linguistics x  

Patrick Buckley CENV -- Guests 

Ramadha Piyadi Gamage CSE-Math --    

Melissa Osborne CHSS-SBS-Sociology x     

Cory Mathieu WCE-At-Large x       

Betsy O’Donovan CHSS-HUM-Jou/Com x       

Tarek Algeddawy CSE-Engineering & Design x       

Tesla Monson CHSS-SBS-Anthro x       

Tim Bruce Graduate School --       

Yanara Friedland  Fairhaven x       

 
 

Voting Attendees  22 Non-Voting Attendees  8 Total Attendees 30 

 

 


